
Departing  09 April 2011    20 Day Fully Escorted Group Tour  



Join your tour leader, Margaret Hill on this informative and enjoyable       
sojourn through the ancient land of Syriaé...  

SAT 09APR DEPART SYDNEY 
Depart this evening for Damascus aboard Emirates Airlines. 

SUN 10APR ARRIVE DAMASCUS 
We shall be met and transferred to our hotel early this    
morning for three nights in Damascus. You may occupy your 
room on arrival.         (D)  

MON 11APR DAMASCUS 
This morning a city tour of the oldest continually inhabited 
city in the world. Visit the National Museum of Damascus. 
Visit the immense and beautiful Ommayyed Mosque where the 
head of John the Baptist is enshrined. Join the bustling crowds 
of the Grand Bazaar. Relax in ancient coffee houses where story 
tellers once held their audience enthralled for hours at a time. 
Overnight Damascus.         (B) 

TUE 12APR SUWEIDAñBOSRA- DAMASCUS 
Today we drive through the town of Suweida before arriving in 
Bosra to visit the superb Roma Theatre, the Roman Baths and 
Trajanõs Palace. Return to Damascus for overnight.      (BL) 

WED 13APR KADESH- KRAK DES CHEVALIERS 
                         - AMRIT- TARTUS 
Leave Damascus and travel to the probable site of the Battle of 
Kadesh. One of the highlights is the Crusader Castle of Krak des 
Chevaliers, oldest and most intact of the all the Syrian castlesñ
once the headquarters of Richard the Lion Heart. Continue to 
one of the most mysterious and beautiful ancient sites in 
Syria...Amrit. Time at leisure to see the fountain, tombs and 
burial sites before driving to the coastal city of Tartus for  
overnight. Enjoy a fish dinner on the foreshore.      (BD) 

THU 14APR LATTAKIA 
This morning a visit to Tartus to include the cathedral and the 
museum. Continue to the superb Saone Castle (Saladinõs    
Castle); the most prestigious medieval fortress in the country. 
Time for a picnic lunch. Late afternoon arrive at Ugarit where 
the first alphabet was discovered. Visit the archaeological site. 
Continue to Lattakia for overnight.   (BD) 

SAT 16APR ALEPPO 
Morning city tour visiting the National Museum which houses 
exhibits from the Bronze Age site of Mari, including a bronze 
lion in Babylonian style and the mysterious Spring Goddess. 
Afternoon visit the Citadel. Later in the day perhaps have   
afternoon tea in the famed Baron Hotel (in its heyday, Agatha 
Christie stayed here!). Overnight Aleppo.       (B) 

SUN 17APR ALEPPO 
Visit some of the ôdead citiesõ in the area before arriving at the 
superb Church of St. Simeon. Visit the Roman road before 
returning to Aleppo.          (BL) 

MON 18APR ALEPPO 
A free day in Aleppo. A chance to visit the ancient souq!  (B) 

TUE 19APR DEIR EL EZZOR 
Journey to Deir El Ezzor via the sites of Resafa and Raqqa,  
travelling on the West Bank of the Euphrates River (Al Furat). 
Resafa is second only to Palmyra as an ancient city and is  
mentioned in the Assyrian Annals as well as the Bible. Cross 
the Euphrates to Raqqa, founded in the 4th Century by    
Alexander the Great. See the òBaghdad Gateó from the      
Abyssian Period and visit the newly discovered dig at Halibaye   
before arriving at Deir el Ezzor for overnight.      (BD) 

WED 20APR PALMYRA 
A visit will be made to the excellent new museum in Deir El 
Ezzor. Depart for Palmyra via Mari, on of the most ancient 
cities in the world, accidentally discovered in 1933. Civilization 
existed here before 2700BC and was influences by the     
Mesopotamian culture. Continue to Doura Europos to see the 
ruins of the fortified city which guarded the ford of the      
Euphrates River before driving to Palmyra for overnight. (BD) 

FRI 15APR HAMA ñAPAMEA ðALEPPO 
This morning drive to Hama in the Orontes Valley to view the 
two thousand year old wooden water wheels (Norias). Drive 
on to Apamea, great city of antiquity, founded by Alexander 
the Greats general, Selucius in the 2nd Century BC and named 
after his Persian wife. Visit the superb Mosaic Museum before 
driving to the archaeological site of the ancient Mesopotamian 
city of Ebla. Continue to Aleppo for the next four nights. (BL) 

Krak Des Chevaliers 

MARGARET HILL  is the Manager of International Destinations Pty Ltd and a frequent visitor to all 
regions of the Eastern Mediterranean.  Margaret has escorted many tours to this region and has a great love 

and knowledge of the Countries of Arabia and its people  

Apamea 


